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To our Guests:  Welcome! 
Worship Patterns in Pandemic Days 

 
God be praised for every person here this morning and for all who are 
with us in spirit as they watch and pray at home. God strengthen us all 
through his word and promise in our Lord Jesus Christ.   
 
The continued threat of coronavirus infection requires us to change our 
habits during the time we spend together. Please follow these rules to 
keep each other safe: 
 
On entering— 

• Masks are required. Please be sure to wear one. 

• Sit only in pews marked with a bow.  

• Keep the spacing rod between you and your family and the 
person or family at the other end.  

• Greet each other from a distance. 
 
During the service— 

• When we share the Peace, do not hug or shake hands. Instead 
wave or bow to the people around you. 

• Offering plates will not passed. If you missed the basket on your 
way in, place it there when you leave. 

 
During communion— 

• Keep a safe distance from the person in front of you as you 
approach. 

• Hold out your cupped hands for the host. The pastor will not 
place this in your mouth or extended fingers. 

• For the wine, take a plastic cup from the top of the music  stand, 
and hold it steady as the pastor fills it.   Deposit the cup in the 
receptacle as you return to your place. 
 

As you leave— 

• Unless you need the elevator, exit through front doors only.  

• Feel free to gather on the front lawn for conversation, keeping 
safe distances.   
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Day of Pentecost 
May 23, 2021; 8:30 & 10 am 

 
The congregation is invited to participate at the places marked with bold type 

 

Prelude “O Living Breath of God,” John Helgen 

 

Entrance 

Stand as you ae able as the cross is carried in from the church entrance 

Gathering Hymn “O Living Breath of God,” #407 

Cantor sings stanza 1; All sing stanzas 2-3 
 

Confession and Forgiveness 

P In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  
C Amen. 
 
P Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from 

whom no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the 
inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and 
worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C Amen. 
 

Silence is kept for self-examination. 

 
P Most merciful God, 

C  we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free 
ourselves. We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have 
not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our 
neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we 
may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your 
holy name. Amen.  

 
P Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us and, for his 

sake, forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the 
Church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the 
entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the 
+ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. C   Amen. 
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Greeting 

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you. 

C And also with you. 
 

This Is the Feast (10 a.m. only) 
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Prayer of the Day 

P Let us pray. Mighty God, you breathe life into our bones, and your 
Spirit brings truth to the world. Send us this Spirit, transform us by 
your truth, and give us language to proclaim your gospel, through Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 
Please be seated. 
 

The Word of God 
 

First Reading Acts 2:1-21 

1When the day of Pentecost had come, [the apostles] were all together in 
one place. 2And suddenly from heaven there came a sound like the rush of 
a violent wind, and it filled the entire house where they were sitting. 
3Divided tongues, as of fire, appeared among them, and a tongue rested on 
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each of them. 4All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to 
speak in other languages, as the Spirit gave them ability. 
  5Now there were devout Jews from every nation under heaven living in 
Jerusalem. 6And at this sound the crowd gathered and was bewildered, 
because each one heard them speaking in the native language of 
each. 7Amazed and astonished, they asked, “Are not all these who are 
speaking Galileans? 8And how is it that we hear, each of us, in our own 
native language? 9Parthians, Medes, Elamites, and residents of 
Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, 10Phrygia and 
Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya belonging to Cyrene, and visitors 
from Rome, both Jews and proselytes, 11Cretans and Arabs—in our own 
languages we hear them speaking about God’s deeds of power.” 12All were 
amazed and perplexed, saying to one another, “What does this mean?” 
13But others sneered and said, “They are filled with new wine.” 
  14But Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed 
them, “Men of Judea and all who live in Jerusalem, let this be known to 
you, and listen to what I say. 15Indeed, these are not drunk, as you suppose, 
for it is only nine o’clock in the morning. 16No, this is what was spoken 
through the prophet Joel: 17‘In the last days it will be, God declares, that I 
will pour out my Spirit upon all flesh, and your sons and your daughters 
shall prophesy, and your young men shall see visions, and your old men 
shall dream dreams. 18Even upon my slaves, both men and women, in those 
days I will pour out my Spirit; and they shall prophesy. 19And I will show 
portents in the heaven above and signs on the earth below, blood, and fire, 
and smoky mist. 20The sun shall be turned to darkness and the moon to 
blood, before the coming of the Lord’s great and glorious day. 21Then 

everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.’ ” 
The Word of the Lord.  

C Thanks be to God. 
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Psalm 104:30-35b 

Cantor sings verses in regular print; All sing verses in bold print 

 
 

30You send forth your Spirit, and they | are created; 
  and so you renew the face | of the earth. 
31May the glory of the LORD en- | dure forever; 
  O LORD, rejoice in | all your works.  
32You look at the earth | and it trembles; 
  you touch the mountains | and they smoke. 
33I will sing to the LORD as long | as I live; 
  I will praise my God while I | have my being. 
34May these words of | mine please God. 
  I will rejoice | in the LORD. 
35bBless the LORD, | O my soul. 
  Hal- | lelujah!  
 

Second Reading Romans 8:22-27 

22We know that the whole creation has been groaning in labor pains until 
now; 23and not only the creation, but we ourselves, who have the first fruits 
of the Spirit, groan inwardly while we wait for adoption, the redemption of 
our bodies. 24For in hope we were saved. Now hope that is seen is not 
hope. For who hopes for what is seen? 25But if we hope for what we do not 
see, we wait for it with patience. 
  26Likewise the Spirit helps us in our weakness; for we do not know how 
to pray as we ought, but that very Spirit intercedes with sighs too deep for 
words. 27And God, who searches the heart, knows what is the mind of the 
Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for the saints according to the will of 
God. 
 The Word of the Lord.   
C Thanks be to God.  
 
Stand as you are able 
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Gospel Acclamation  

 
Cantor sings refrain; All sing refrain; Cantor sings proper verse; All sing refrain 

 

 
 

Verse: Come, Holy Spirit, fill our hearts, 
and kindle the fire of your love in them. Alleluia! Refrain 

 

Gospel John 15:26-27; 16:4b-15 

 
At the announcement of the Gospel:  

C Glory to you, O Lord. 

[Jesus said,] 26“When the Advocate comes, whom I will send to you from 
the Father, the Spirit of truth who comes from the Father, he will testify on 
my behalf. 27You also are to testify because you have been with me from 
the beginning. 
 16:4b“I did not say these things to you from the beginning, because I was 
with you. 5But now I am going to him who sent me; yet none of you asks 
me, ‘Where are you going?’ 6But because I have said these things to you, 
sorrow has filled your hearts. 7Nevertheless I tell you the truth: it is to your 
advantage that I go away, for if I do not go away, the Advocate will not 
come to you; but if I go, I will send him to you. 8And when he comes, he 
will prove the world wrong about sin and righteousness and 
judgment: 9about sin, because they do not believe in me; 10about 
righteousness, because I am going to the Father and you will see me no 
longer; 11about judgment, because the ruler of this world has been 
condemned. 
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  12“I still have many things to say to you, but you cannot bear them 
now. 13When the Spirit of truth comes, he will guide you into all the truth; 
for he will not speak on his own, but will speak whatever he hears, and he 
will declare to you the things that are to come. 14He will glorify me, because 
he will take what is mine and declare it to you. 15All that the Father has is 
mine. For this reason I said that he will take what is mine and declare it to 
you.” 

The Gospel of the Lord.  
C Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

Sermon Pastor Bridger 

 
Stand as you are able 

Hymn of the Day “O Day Full of Grace,” #627 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
Rite of Confirmation (8:30 only) 
 
Nicene Creed (10 a.m. only) 
 

C We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of 
heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 

  We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from 
Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one 
Being with the Father.  Through him all things were made.  For 
us and for our salvation he came down from heaven; by the 
power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the virgin 
Mary, and was made man.  For our sake he was crucified under 
Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried.  On the third 
day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he 
ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the 
Father.  He will come again in glory to judge the living and the 
dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 

  We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who 
proceeds from the Father and the Son.  With the Father and the 
Son he is worshipped and glorified.  He has spoken through the 
prophets.  We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.  
We acknowledge one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  We 
look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to 
come. 
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Prayer of the Church 

After each portion of the prayers: 
 

Lord, in your mercy. . . 
C Hear our prayer. 

 

Peace 

P The peace of the Lord be with you. 
C And also with you.   
 

Greet those around you with these or similar words, after which you may be seated in prayerful 
silence as the altar is prepared. Stand again as you are able at the pastor’s invitation 

 

Presentation of the Offering  “Be Thou My Vision,”  

arr. Mitchell & Sandra Eithun (8:30) 
“Come Down, O Love Divine,” Wilbur Held (10) 

 
A Let us pray. Merciful Father, 
C  we offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first given us—

our selves, our time, and our possessions, signs of your gracious 
love. Receive them for the sake of him who offered himself for us, 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

The Lord’s Supper 

Great Thanksgiving 

P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
P Lift up your hearts. 
C We lift them to the Lord. 
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C It is right to give God thanks and praise. 
P It is indeed right, our duty and our joy. we praise your name and join 

their unending hymn:  
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P Holy God, almighty and immortal, we thank and praise you for your 

unaccountable love…who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 
C Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom 

come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our 
daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin 
against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and 
forever. Amen. 

 
You may be seated 
 

Communion 

 



12 

 

 

When all have communed— 
P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and keep you 

in his grace. 
C Amen. 
 
A Let us pray. We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed 

us through the healing power of this gift of life.; and we pray that in 
your mercy you would strengthen us, through this gift, in faith toward 
you and in fervent love toward one another; for the sake of Jesus Christ 
our Lord. 

 C Amen. 

Sending 

Blessing 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make his face shine upon 
you and be gracious to you. The Lord look upon you with favor and + 
give you peace. 

C Amen. 
 

Sending Hymn “God of Tempest, God of Whirlwind,” #400 

 
A Go in peace. Serve the Lord 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

Postlude “Come, Holy Ghost, God and Lord,” Andreas Armsdorf 
 
Liturgy setting reproduced under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License SB131019 
Psalm tone reproduced from Psalter for Worship Year C © 2006 Augsburg Fortress 
“O Living Breath of God,” Spanish text © 1979 Eitorial Bonum; tr. © 1998 Augsburg Fortress 
“Be Thou My Vision,” arr. Mitchell & Sandra Eithun © 2020 Choristers Guild 
“Come Down, O Love Divine,” arr. Wilbur Held © 1979 Concordia Publishing House 
“God of Tempest, God of Whirlwind,” Text © 2000 GIA Publications, Inc. 
Permission to reprint and podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from OneLicense with License #702571. 
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Serving Today 

Preaching Minister – Pastor Bridger 
 

Presiding Minister – Pastor Burce 
 

Assisting Ministers – Nancy Richter (8:30); Mike Allan (10) 
 

Acolytes – Gavin Jennings (8:30)) 
 

Singers – Don & Leonie Braun 
 

Joy Ringers – (8:30) Directed by Ruth King 
 

Organist – Connie Triplett 
 

Deacons – Michael Eckert, Bob Trapp (8:30); Bob Trapp (10) 
 

Welcome Team – Joyce Budaker (8:30 
 

Sound Technician – Jared Waugaman 
 

Altar Guild – Diane Paton 
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In Our Prayers 
 

+  for all effected by Covid, here and around the world.  We pray for the 
vital work of aide organizations, especially the work of Lutheran World 
Relief and other Christian relief organizations & efforts.  
 
+  for graduates & those completing educational programs.  That their new 
beginnings and vocational pursuits are beneficial to others 
 
+  for those receiving medical care:  Jodi Hoffman, Nancy Ruth after hip 
surgery, Judy Gahl, Helen Weber, David, and families experiencing loss & 
grief.  We also pray for several who are quietly receiving medical treatment 
and mental health counseling  
 
+ for Annalies Anderson as she publicly affirms her Baptism this weekend  
 
+ Baptized this morning: Walker Stephen Malone, Kamella Rose Brown 
 
+ for Dan Konfal and his family, at the death of his wife, Jean  

  
 

This Week’s Commemorations 

May 23—LUDWIG NOMMENSEN, d. 1918, a German Lutheran and pioneer 
missionary to the Batak people of Sumatra.   
 
May 24—the scientists NIKOLAUS COPERNICUS, d. 1543, and LEONHARD 

EULER, d. 1783, who advanced human understanding of God’s creation.   
 
May 27—JOHN CALVIN, d. 1564, a leading figure in the 16th century 
reformation and the father of the Reformed church.   
 

May 30 
The Holy Trinity 

Isaiah 6:1-8, Psalm 29, Romans 8:12-17, John 3:1-17 
We encourage you to read the lessons as part of your preparation for divine services. 
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Messiah Lutheran Church 
21485 Lorain Road, Fairview Park, OH 44126 

(440) 331-2405 
E-mail – church@messiahfp.org 

 
Connect with Messiah – text 'MESSIAHFP' to 84576 to sign-up 

 
Messiah Lutheran School 

4401 W. 215th St., Fairview Park, OH  44126 
(440) 331-6553 

Email – school@messiahfp.org 
 

www.messiahfairview.org 
 

+  +  + 
 

Servants and Missionaries – All MLC members 
Senior Pastor– Jerome Burce 

Associate Pastor – Seth Bridger 
Minister of Youth – Adonai Henderson 
Pastoral Assistant – Ruth Mortensen 

Music Director – Connie Triplett  
Messiah School Principal – Helen Casselberry  

Administrator & Pierstorf Memorial Fund Director – Darlene Waugh 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

To the glory of God, through the strength of the Spirit. 
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